Church

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m. May 9, 2021
Hymn #686 (1982) “Come, thou fount of every blessing”
1. Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy
grace! Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest
praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming
tongues above. Praise the mount! O fix me on it, mount of God's
unchanging love.
2. Here I find my greatest treasure; hither by thy help, I've come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. Jesus
sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; he,
to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.
3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! Let
thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee;
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here's my heart, oh, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.
Officiant
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Colossians 3:1
The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia!

Christ our Passover Pascha nostrum
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22
Alleluia.
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia.
The Psalm Appointed
Psalm 98

Cantate Domino

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the
nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *

the lands and those who dwell therein.
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
when he comes to judge the earth.
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.
The Lessons
Acts 10:44-48
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the
word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on
the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.
Then Peter said, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these
people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he ordered
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to
stay for several days.
Here ends the Reading.
The Canticle is prayed aloud together
11 The Third Song of Isaiah Surge, illuminare
Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *

and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia!
John 15:9-17
Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved
you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his
love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and
that your joy may be complete.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master
is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but
I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
Here ends the reading.
Homily
Hymn #644 vs. 1, 2, 5 (1982) “How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds”
1. How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds in a believer's ear! It
soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, and drives away his fear.
2. It makes the wounded spirit whole, and calms the troubled
breast; 'tis manna to the hungry soul, and to the weary, rest.
4. O Jesus! Shepherd, Guardian, Friend, O Prophet, Priest and King,
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, accept the praise I bring.
The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together,

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
The Lord’s Prayer
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
We pray especially this day for those who are sick or suffering: John S.,
Sully, Joey, Maria, Zoma, Marilyn, Peter, Kerri, Rich, Janet, Frank,
Caroline, Mary, Gloria, John... and all whom we mention now either
silently or aloud.
We commend to you all who have died especially all whom we mention
now either silently or aloud.
The Officiant then says the following Collects
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as
surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you,
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember
that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through
our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hymn #25 (VF)
“Jesus describes”
1. Jesus describes a forceful woman, a widow who refused to bend
before a judge, a man of power, whose judgements worked to no
good end: she knew that she had power, too, and trusted in the
strength she knew.
2. And day by day she spoke for justice, and word by word injustice
waned until impassive will relented, and her impassioned faith
remained: believing God would make a way, she found the grace
that faith conveys.

3. Now we, observing, are invited to recollect what faith can gain
when faithful people are undaunted and hope, in conflict, is
sustained: as we, like she, wield stubborn trust, God comes to
move the world through us.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Hymn #780 (WLP)
“Lord, you give the great commission”
1. Lord, you give the great commission: “Heal the sick and preach
the word.” Lest the church neglect its mission, and the gospel go
unheard, help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity.
Refrain:
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.
3. Lord, you make the common holy: “This my body, this my blood.”
Let us all, for earth’s true glory, daily lift life heavenward, asking
that the world around us share your children’s liberty. [Refrain]
5. Lord, you bless with words assuring: “I am with you to the end.”
Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend
and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity. [Refrain]

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we
can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the
Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21
___________________________________________________________
Pentecost Organ Meditation
Sunday, May 23rd, 4PM
Facebook Live

___________________________________________________________
This Mother’s Day, in honor of the occasion we are all invited to generously give
to the Holy Family Shelter in Willimantic which cares for homeless, single
mothers and their children. Blue envelopes will be available at drive-in church
or you can visit our web site to make a donation. The final day for this gathering
will be the last Sunday of May. Our generosity makes the love of Christ a reality
to those who may be lost our lonely. Please give generously.
https://holyfamilywillimantic.org

